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Suggested Classroom Activities
Ideas for Literacy

Activity 1: 

The Beatles were rejected by several 
major record labels before being accepted 
by the small company, Parlophone.

As a class:
•  Listen to some of the early Beatles 	
	 recordings from 1962-1963
•	 Discuss the use of persuasive 	
		  language in letter writing

In small groups or individually:
•  �Write a letter from Brian Epstein to one 

of the record companies at the time. 
Try to persuade them to come and hear 
the Beatles play in the Cavern Club.

Activity 4: 
Worksheet E 

Using the worksheet provided, challenge 
individual students to identify which 
statements are fact and which are 
opinion. Using the fact sheet ask the 
students to discuss the differences 
between music in the 1940’s and 1960’s.

Formal Letter Writing Informal Letter Writing

Activity 3: 

Non-Chronological 

Report

Write a non-chronological report 

for a history magazine. 

•	Who were the Beatles?

•	What did they do?

•	Why did people like them?

    Activity 2: 

The Beatles were probably the most 
popular group of all time. They had 
a huge international fan base. Many 
people had a favourite Beatle.

•	 Discuss ‘Beatlemania’ in the 1960’s
•	 Write a fan letter to your 
	 favourite Beatle
•	 Introduce yourself
•	 What do you like about their music?
•	 Do you have a favourite song?
•	 Say what you feel about 
	 them as a person
•	� Politely ask for a response 	

or signed photograph
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Inspired Collage

Peter Blake designed the 1967 cover for 
the Beatles’ Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts 
Club Band album. He used images of 
past celebrities and incorporated them 
with pop and film stars of the day.

Materials:
•	� Large sheets of heavy paper 

or card, ideally A1 size
•	� Scissors, glue, magazines and other 	

materials suitable for collage

Ask the class to collect celebrity images 
from the 1950’s and 1960’s, present day 
icons and photographs of the children.

Working in small groups, create a 
Sgt. Pepper style collage.

Inspired ARTWORK

Andy Warhol used silk screen printing 
techniques to obtain repeated images of 
familiar objects e.g. Campbells soup cans 
and popular personalities of the time e.g. 
Marilyn Monroe, Elvis Presley and Liz Taylor.

•	� Using a digital photograph of themselves,  
the children produce 4 images on an A4  
sheet of paper.

•	� Using software, paint, colouring pencil or 
crayon change the colours on each photograph 
to produce a Warhol style artwork.

Suggested Classroom Activities
Ideas for Art
In the 1950’s and 1960’s there was a revolution 
in music, fashion and art. The Pop Art movement 
began in the late 1950’s drawing on everyday 
subject matter and investing them with a 
commercial element. At the time Pop Art was 
born, advertising had become an art form in itself. 
Pop Art took it one step further and enhanced the 
artistic elements to become motifs which appeared 
over and over again.

Some of the greatest exponents of this movement 
were Roy Lichtenstein (large comic strips), Andy 
Warhol (soup tins, dollar bills and celebrities of the 
time), Robert Indiana (advertising signs), David 
Hockney (swimming pools) and sculptor Claes 
Odenburg (fast food).

Collage was a popular medium, perfected by 
artists like Peter Blake and Richard Hamilton. 
It was Hamiliton who famously described 
Pop Art as being: Popular, transient, expendable, 
low-cost, mass-produced, young, witty, gimmicky, 
glamorous and big business.

Activity 1: Activity 2:



Pre-Visit Quiz

1. Who were the Beatles?

2. What were their names?

3. Where did they come from?

4. Do you know why they were 

known as the Fab Four?

5. Which Beatle played the drums?

6. Who wore round glasses?

7. Who was Brian Epstein?

8. How many Beatles’ songs 

can you name?  Can you sing one?

9. Where is the Cavern Club?

10. Who married Yoko Ono?



1. Who is Julia Baird? 
A: JOHN LENNON’S SISTER.

2. When was George Harrison born?
A: 25th February 1943

3. Name 2 instruments played in a Skiffle band? 
A: Tea chest bass and washboard

4. Where is Hamburg?
A: Germany

5. What was the Mersey Beat?
 A: A music newspaper

6. How many times did the Beatles 
play in the Cavern Club?   

A: Over 292

7. Who is George Martin?      
A: The Beatles’ record producer

8. Where is Abbey Road? What is it? 
A: The Beatles’ record producer

In st.john’s wood in london. It’s a recording studio   

9. What was the Beatles’ first UK number 1 record?   
A: Please, Please Me

10. Who designed the cover to the Sgt. Pepper album? 
How many people are on it?

A: Peter Blake. There are 87 people on the cover.

11. How many people climbed aboard 
the Magical Mystery Tour? 

A: 43

12. Which Beatles played the sitar?
A: George Harrison

13. When did Paul announce the Beatles had broken up?
A: 10th April 1970

14. Who wrote ‘Imagine’?
A: John Lennon

15. Do you know which Beatle narrated 

Thomas the Tank Engine television show?
A: Ringo Starr

post-Visit Quiz



Educational 
Resources

This pack contains 20 A4 colour photographs
relating mainly to local transport issues. There are
60 work cards to support the photographs.
The pack is flexible and can be used with children
of all age groups within primary schools.
The pack is written to support the geography
curriculum but has the potential to be used in
both Literacy and Numeracy activities. 

This pack contains 40 A4 work cards for pupils to use
in the classroom. The pack is written to support pupils
studying Geography in the 9-13 age range. It also has
activities that address Personal and Social Education
issues that are relevant when pupils are using public
transport. A detailed scheme of work is provided to
enable teachers to choose a learning route through
the work cards. 

The From Here to There pack contains 15 photo cards
relating to promoting independence skills in the
community. The pack is written to support young
people with specific needs to access local public
transport. A range of key tasks has been identified to
use public transport and a step-by-step list of skills to
achieve each of them has been provided. 

Discover Merseytravel Pack

Moving with Merseytravel

Here to There Pack

City Travel with Merseytravel

This pack has been written to meet the requirements
of the Foundation Stage curriculum for children aged
3 to 5 years as from September 2001. The pack has
15 colour A4 photographs. 
In addition 30 different work cards for children to use
in the classroom or at home with their parents. The
pack promotes the notion that public transport allows
people in the local community to get around and
travel to different places.

The How to make a bus journey Booklet has a series of
visual drawings to show how to make a short bus trip.
There are 9 simple outline diagrams that depict the
important steps that need to be taken to make a bus
journey. The diagrams are very flexible and could be
used to prompt speaking or writing tasks or sequencing
activities. Students are encouraged to use the booklet to
plan and carry out a journey in the local area by bus.

The Better for everyone Pack contains 16 A4 colour
photographs relating to local transport issues and services.
There are 32 work cards to support the photographs. The pack
is flexible and can be used to complement a scheme of work
relating to Key Stage 4 Citizenship requirements. The pack is
divided into four sections covering the topics; Merseytravel as
an organisation, social change, rights and responsibilities and
sustainable development. A booklet containing teachers' 
notes is provided that suggests how the pack 
may be used in the classroom

How to Make a Bus Journey

Better for Everyone Pack

Moving with Merseytravel
Discover the Merseytravel Region

Better for Everyone - Keystage 4 Citizenship
From Here to There - Learning Difficulties 

(Independence in the Community)
City Travel with Merseytravel

Your Bus and Your Community

In order to obtain the education packs
Please contact the Community Links Team on 0151 330 1200

or write to: Community Links Team, Merseytravel, 24 Hatton Gardens, Liverpool L3 2AN
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